
Mornington-Roslyn Lawn Tennis Club
Then to now: A top spin through history
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Kaikorai 
School,1905

• Meeting of 
Kaikorai School 
and allowed 
tennis to be 
played on one 
school court.

• Then granted 
land on school 
grounds to 
develop courts.
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ODT, 15th December 
1904



• Roslyn Bowling Club sold ¾ acre of its land in Gamma 
St  

• Bought for £250 and funded by debentures bought 
for £5 by tennis enthusiasts and prominent Dunedin 
people 

• In the first year: 2 asphalt courts, “a handsome 
pavilion” and well-fenced grounds
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First committee 
meeting and 
minutes of the 
meeting held in the 
Roslyn Institute on 
25th May 1904

1904



78 members in 
the first year

1904
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Roslyn Tennis Club 
Rules dated 1904 
modified 1963



1947

Kenmure Rd

Gamma St

Highgate

 
Tennis courts



No date



1954

Golden Jubilee
Afternoon function playing tennis
Evening function at Astor Café on 
George St
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ODT, 19th April 
1938 
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ODT, 19th April 
1938 



No date

Mr 
William 
Allpress 



Mr W. Allpress
Draper
1938: Foundation member and one 
of the signatories on the original 
constitution
1939 to 1941: First secretary
1944 to 1963: President
Also Life member and Patron
1985: Died aged 86



The Allpress Challenge Cup 
for Men’s Handicap Doubles

First played for in1946/47 
Continued to 2020 



1938-
1983

Mr J. P. S. Orr
Engineer of Green Island

1938: Bought £5 debentures to help 
buy land for the Mornington courts

1953 to 1983: Patron of Mornington 
and then the combined club



1971

Men’s Championship Singles
“We are indebted to our Patron 
Mr J. P. S. Orr for the gift of two 
handsome silver trays for men’s 
and ladies singles events.”

Played for almost continuously
between 1971 and 2021



1938

Rules of 
Certificate of 
Incorporatio
n drawn up
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1st Annual 
Balance Sheet.
Construction 
of courts in 
Meadow St
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Robin Hood 
quarry and 
from 1960 is 
Robin Hood 
Park
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First official
opening 
25th 
September 
1939
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ODT, 18th  September 
1948 



Original 
pavilion

No date
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• Official opening of the new pavilion
• Cost was £1226
• Dunedin’s mayor invited to open it
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1971



32nd anniversary of the club

“Thanks to our Life member, Bill Allpress, and an 
enthusiastic band of past and nearly past members, a 
32nd anniversary get together and dance.  The dance in 
the evening went with a bang and was greatly enjoyed 
by the 50 couples present. During the evening I had the 
opportunity to express our appreciation to our patron, Mr 
Orr, for his generous support over the years.”

1971





• Proposal from Roslyn to 
amalgamate with 
Mornington

• Roslyn had around 14 
seniors and 7 juniors

• They could not attract new 
members or do admin

• Sale of Roslyn courts could 
raise $10,000

1973





First AGM of combined club
43 Seniors
40 Juniors
43 Primary school
63 Associate mainly Mid Week 
Ladies
167 members in total

1974



AGM September 2007



                                               2024
50 years since first meeting of combined club in 1974



                                               2024
50 years since first meeting of combined club in 1974
85 years since first official opening of Mornington Club in 
1939



                                               2024
50 years since first meeting of combined club in 1974
85 years since first official opening of Mornington Club in 
1939
130 years since tennis was first played in Roslyn at 
Kaikorai School in 1894



                                               2024
50 years since first meeting of combined club in 1974
85 years since first official opening of Mornington Club 
in1939
130 years since tennis was first played in Roslyn at 
Kaikorai School in 1894

Do we celebrate 2024?



Mornington-Roslyn Lawn 
Tennis Club

Game, set and match!

AGM, September 2022
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